§286.8

§286.8 Confidentiality of information.

All information collected relative to
an applicant during an evaluation is
maintained as confidential. Informa-
tion is released only as required under
the terms of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act or other legal requirement,
subject to the rules of the Department
of Commerce for such disclosure as
found in 15 CFR part 4.

§286.9 Maintaining recognized status.

Each program participant remaining
in the program shall continuously
meet all program requirements and co-
operate with NIST in the conduct of all
surveillance and reassessment activi-
ties. Participants shall reimburse NIST
for expenses incurred for these pur-
poses.

§286.10 Appeal.

Any applicant or other affected party
may appeal to the NIST Director any
action taken under the program. When
appropriate, the Director may seek an
independent review by the Deputy
Chief Counsel.

§286.11 Listings.

(a) NIST maintains lists of all bodies
holding current NIST program certifi-
cates, together with the assessment
areas for which they are issued.

(b) NIST also maintains lists of those
qualified conformity assessment bodies
that are currently accredited by bodies
recognized by NIST, along with the ac-
tivities of the assessment bodies within
the scope of the NIST recognition pro-
gram.

(c) The lists are made available to
the public through various media, e.g.,
printed directories, electronic bulletin
boards, or other means to ensure acces-
sibility by all potential users.

(d) With respect to the lists specified
in paragraph (a) and (b) of this section,
NIST may delist any body if it deter-
mines the action to be in the public in-
terest.

§286.12 Terminations.

(a) Voluntary termination. Any partic-
ipant may voluntarily terminate par-
ticipation at any time by written noti-
fication to NIST.
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(b) Involuntary termination. If a par-
ticipant does not continue to meet all
program requirements, or if NIST de-
termines it to be necessary in the pub-
lic interest, NIST may withdraw that
participant’s certificate. A body that
has had its status as a certificate hold-
er terminated may reapply when pre-
pared to demonstrate full conformance
with program requirements.
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§287.1 Purpose and scope of this guid-
ance.

(a) This part provides guidance for
each Federal agency to use in evalu-
ating the efficacy and efficiency of its
conformity assessment activities. Each
agency should coordinate its con-
formity assessment activities with
those of other appropriate government
agencies and with those of the private
sector to reduce unnecessary duplica-
tion. This guidance is intended to help
Federal agencies improve the manage-
ment and coordination of their own
conformity assessment activities with
respect to other government entities
and the private sector. This will help
ensure more productive use of the in-
creasingly limited Federal resources
available to conduct conformity assess-
ment activities. This will also support
the role of the U.S. Government in pur-
suing international trade and other re-
lated negotiations and agreements
with foreign countries and U.S. indus-
try in pursuing agreements with for-
eign national and international private
sector organizations.

(b) This guidance applies to all agen-
cies, which set policy for, manage, op-
erate, or use conformity assessment ac-
tivities and results, both domestic and
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